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philosophies of his greatest predecessors. But in the
like a judge Bumming up the arguments of opposing counsel, and
shearing away all the ingenuities, subtleties, and sophistries by
which the real issue is obscured, he sits in judgment on his own
past and on his own early writings, and tells us exactly what
we are to believe in regard to it all; and that there may he no
mistake, he projects it all like a magnificent image on the great
screen of the world. Being among the latest of his writings, it
contains his last will and testament written by his own hand as
it were; and with this as a possession, the Dialogues for the
first time become really useful, as enabling us to see his
opinions in the process of their formation and growth, (rive
me the Tirnaeus and the Republic therefore, and, with the
exception, perhaps, of the Tkeatetns, the Sophist, and the
ParmenideS) you may take all the rest of his writings as a gift.
And indeed if anything more were wanting to convince me that
Plato and the Timaeus are one, in so far at least as his great
scheme of the world is concerned, it would be supplied by the
fact that not only the Neo-Platonists of the Ancient World,
but the Platonists of the Middle Ages, regarded them as such,
and constructed, modified, or reconstructed their own schemes
accordingly. It is doubtless true, as Aristotle asserts, that in
his old age he had a tendency more and more to identify his
principles of the Good and the Ideas, with certain numherH or
modifications of Number, after the manner of the Pythagoreans;
but in doing so he must have mixed and confounded his own
categories in attempting to give them a factitious simplification,
and that, too, without altering in any essential respect the
natural course of development; as is seen from Aristotle, who,
although he was acquainted with the new trend of Plato's
thought, in the construction of his own system regarded ifc not*
And finally, I may, pei*haps, make a remark or two on the
chapter on Modern Theosophy, or Esoteric Buddhism as it m
called, which I have embodied in my section on Hindoo
Philosophy* For now that the Mahatmas, who were regarded